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Howdy Texas Region! 

Wow, where has the time gone?  It’s May and I’m still catching up on 

March and April to-do’s!  The National Convention has come and gone     

(I sent out a report separately, and it’s also posted on texasscca.org), 

we’ve completed two Club Race Majors events as well as two Regional 

Solo events, a Solo National Tour at A&M, hosted a VERY successful 

ProSolo at Mineral Wells (story below), and another Club Race event 

earlier this month, and we now have our first Road Rally coming up.  To 

say things are busy would be an understatement of epic proportions – 

more like hectic!  And that’s a good thing, because it means things are 

happening in Texas Region!  Racing activities will be reported else-

where, so here are a few of the administrative highlights from my per-

spective. 

Membership: Texas Region ended 2013 with 744 regular members, up by 55 new members and 

8% from 2012, so we had a good year membership-wise.  We’re still struggling with retention 

however, because we got there by adding 221 new members while losing 166 existing members (a 

retention rate of only 76%).  So we’re really trying to focus on communications, keeping the mem-

bership involved and aware of what’s going on (this newsletter is a key element of that), and 

providing value by following the National tagline to “Keep it simple, keep it fun”.  We must be do-

ing something right, because we ended Q1 with 795 members and a 96% retention rate, and 

ranked second in the Club for Large Regions.  In fact, if we add five more members we’ll jump into 

the Jumbo Region category! 

Financials: We closed out 2013 at about break-even for the year, with a bank balance of $61,253 

compared to 2012’s closing balance of $65,639 (variance due mostly to pre-paids and timing of 

receipts vs. expenses).  The first quarter of 2014 was a critical time for us because both SOWDIV 

Majors happened in Q1 and as previously reported the three Racing Regions had agreed to share in 

the profit & loss of those events.  Things started off poorly with a $14K loss on the NOLA event but 

through extraordinary efforts from the Texas Region Club Race crew we made up nearly all of that 

on the ECR event, ending up with a net operating loss of only $568 on the two events. 

Fortunately, the January Polar Prix non-points event, including the school and Club Trials, made a 

slight profit so we ended the quarter with a region net income of $467.73. 

Looking forward to next year’s schedule, things will get even more complicated 

with the closing of Texas World Speedway.  And although the NOLA facility has 

receiving glowing reviews, track rental costs there are as high or higher than TMS 

(and four times as much as ECR), so it’s not clear we can continue to run there in 

2015.  I’m sure there will be plenty of discussion on that over the next several 

months ahead of the mid-year scheduling meeting in June – feel free to contribute 

input/comments. 

Program Notes: Time Trials - After the very successful Club Trials event at MSR Cresson in Jan-

uary, I’ve had a lot of folks asking when we’re going to have more events like it.  Finding dates at 

local tracks is a challenge once the season has begun, but I’m working on it and hope to have 

some news in the next month or so.  Stay tuned.  Club Race - We have two Double Divisionals in 

May (the previously-mentioned 3rd/4th at MSR Houston and the upcoming 24th/25th at TWS), so I 

hope all you Club Racers are revved up and ready to go.  This will be the next-to-last race at TWS, 

so enjoy it while you can.  SCCA Foundation - Don’t forget that the SCCA Foundation Raffle is 

open!  A $20 ticket could get you two VIP passes to the F1 race at COTA later this year, and 

$5,000 in pocket money for expenses!  Tickets are available on line at www.sccaraffle.org .  You 

don’t have to be a SCCA member to get in on the fun, so pass the word along to all your friends - 

especially those who might take you with them if they win ;-)  Texas Region Monthly Meeting - 

Our regular monthly member meeting will be at Fuddruckers in Grapevine on May 12.  Y’all come 

out to visit if you can, and get updates on region activities. 

In closing, I’d like to ask for some feedback on 

both the newsletter and the periodic RE Notes 

communications I send out.  Is any of this stuff 

I write of interest?  Are there other topics or 

information you’d like to receive?  The great 

thing about electronic communication is it’s 

easy and inexpensive, but the downside is it’s 

strictly one-way with no feedback.  Feel free to 

email me at rhneff@sbcglobal.net with com-

ments/thoughts/suggestions on how we can make our communications better.  This is your Club, 

so let me know your thoughts on providing more value to you.  Thanks for your membership and 

participation, and good luck for the rest of the season! 

 

Bob Neff, Regional Executive 
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MINERAL WELLS, Texas (May 6, 2014) – Mark Madarash, of Red Oak, Texas, drove home a happy 

racer following his Super Challenge win at The Tire Rack® SCCA ProSolo® event, at the Mineral 

Wells Airport.  Jocelin Huang, of Edina, Minnesota, was the Ladies Challenge winner.  The 173  

racers reset the entry record for any ProSolo event held in Texas. This number represents a 15-

percent increase over the previous record, which was last year's Mineral Wells ProSolo event.  

Soloists in Texas can only hope that this 

trend will continue in the years to come.  

Even with a new record 173 drivers, the 

Mineral Wells ProSolo continues to be 

one of the great undiscovered jewels of 

the SCCA Solo National touring series.  

Or maybe it just feels like a small event 

due to the stellar event organization by 

Brad and Jennifer Maxcy (TX Region, 

our current Solo National event chairs).  

Participants were rewarded for their 

attendance with favorable conditions, 

including temperatures in the 80s and 

90s. There were also numerous social activities included in the schedule. The Friday-night cook-

out, sponsored by Vorshlag, and Saturday’s barbeque dinner, provided by the Mineral Well Cham-

ber of Commerce, were big hits amongst all the participants.  Many adult beverages were raised 

in the memory of Tommy Saunders with wishes for his family and a speedy return to Solo compe-

tition for his daughter, Rachel. 

The courses, designed by Jerrett Jan 

(TX Region), featured both high-

speed and technical sections that 

pushed each driver to maintain their 

concentration. The courses were 

longer than the standard length used 

in ProSolo events to give each driver 

the best possible experience. 

Madarash (Race Tire Index 2, Janco 

Pontiac Trans-Am) finished the class 

competition, held on Saturday and 

Sunday morning, second and quali-

fied for the Super Challenge bracket 

in the 23rd overall seed.  His road to 

the final started with a first-round 

win over Chris Levitz (C Street, Scion FR-S). Troy Acosta (Race Tire Index 2, Jungle Cat Racing/

Hoosier/JC Autospec Porsche Boxster) was the next driver to fall to Madarash in the bracket com-

petition. It was sweet revenge for  Madarash who finished 0.3-second behind Acosta during the 

qualifying rounds. 

In the quarter-final round, Madarash took out Lee Chhit (Street Touring FWD, Custom Chip     

Connections/Outdoor Solutions Mini Cooper). Madarash then put down Charles Kim (Street Index 

RWD, Bee Mick Sea Racing Hyundai Genesis) before meeting with Erik Strelnieks in the final. 

Strelnieks (Super Street Modified, Hoosier/OS Giken/ Jungle Cat Racing Mazda RX7) got to the 

Super Challenge Final after taking the top overall seed in the bracket. In round one Strelnieks 

downed Troy Dudley (Bump Class, FTW Racing/Synapse Engineering/MZM Nissan GTR), and then 

beat Bob Neff (Street Touring Sport, Mazda Miata) in the second round. 

In the quarter-finals, Strelnieks was 

the victor over Mark Wortham 

(Super Street R, JBCorvette.com/

The Auto Counsel Chevrolet Cor-

vette). Then, Strelnieks beat Greg 

Reno (Street Index FWD, MiniUSA/

Baron Mini and BMW/Kumho Tire 

Mini Cooper) to earn his spot in the 

final with Madarash.  Madarash 

would end up The Tire Rack SCCA 

ProSolo Super Challenge winner for 

the first time this season.  Reno 

completed the podium positions 

after beating Kim in the third-place 

runoff. 

In the Ladies Challenge, Huang (Ladies Class 2, The Alignment Guy Porsche GT3) started her 

pathway to the bracket win by knocking out Michelle Seelig (Ladies Class 3, Subaru STI).  Huang 

then dispatched with Beth McClure-Strelnieks (Ladies Class 2, Hoosier/OS Giken/JC Auto Spec/

Jungle Cat Racing Porsche Boxster) en route to the final.  Kim Whitener (Ladies Class 3, Black 

Armor Helmets/Texas Track Works Honda Civic) was Huang’s opponent in the final round. 

Whitener, the top seed in the Ladies bracket, got to the final after beating Connie Smith (Ladies 

Class 2, Audi TT) and Jackie Mutschler (Ladies Class 2, Chevrolet Camaro).  When it was all said 

and done, Huang ended up Ladies Challenge winner while McClure-Strelnieks took home the 

bronze after beating Mutschler in the third-place runoff.  Daniel McCelvey (Race Tire Index 2, 

Thanks Thomas! Mazda RX-7), of Houston, was the Bonus Challenge winner. 

The next stop for The Tire Rack SCCA ProSolo Series is the Spring Nationals in Lincoln, Nebraska, 

May 23-24.  More information, including full results, of the Mineral Wells Tire Rack SCCA ProSolo 

event can be found HERE.  More information on the entire Tire Rack SCCA Solo program is availa-

ble at HERE, and additional Solo National Championship info is HERE. 

Details HERE 

by Randall Prince 

and Zack Barnes.   

Reprinted with permission from 

Mineral Wells 

ProSolo Recap 
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RIP Tommy Saunders 

More Solo Stuff 

Here’s some additional SCCA Solo info to share with 

you from our friends at SoloMatters.com.  The first 

item is the most important as it's a story that comes 

directly from the SEB regarding Formula Junior drivers 

and work assignments.  This story will relate to this 

month's FASTrack. 

The Match Tour rules have been updated!  The new format promises to be more “user friendly” for 

drivers of all skill levels. You’ll also find a flow chart to help simplify things.  And, we have a GREAT 

opportunity to practice for Nationals in Lincoln with Spring Nationals Pro / Tour combo - more info 

HERE.  Tune in for the NJ Championship Tour on UStream, and the DC ProSolo Recap is HERE. 

 

The Tulip Time Rally is happening Saturday, May 17.  

Start @ Pack Automotive Museum,  

2070 Diplomat Dr. in Farmers Branch, TX.          

Registration Open.  Entry List. 

Texas Region Wins Awards At National Convention! 

Time to Road Rally! 

HERE. 

Feel LUCKY?  Enter the SCCA Foundation Raffle for a chance at some GREAT PRIZES! 

The SCCA Foundation is the charitable arm of the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA).  Founded in 

1986, the SCCA Foundation supports hands-on education and safety programs, recognizes excellence 

in automotive engineering education and promotes the SCCA’s heritage and club history. The goal of 

the SCCA Foundation is to give back to our communities.  Drawing will take place on or about June 

29, 2014 - enter  
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